 1989; Cleutjens et al., 1989; Desjardins and Bendayan, 1989; Grant et al., 1988; Hinsch et al., 1988; Laurie et al., 1986; Leu et al., 1986; Yunchenco et al., 1986; Wan et al., 1984) 
Enzymatic Degradation
To identify the precise histochemical properties of the HID-1EH-SP stain deposits, we treated some sections before HID-1EH-SP staining with the following enzymes.
Testicular Hyaluronidase. Some sections, 40-60 m thick, were exposed for about 2-6 hr at 37C to a 0.05% testicular tate buffer alone for 6 hr at 37-40'C, were used as a control. These specimens were processed as described above. (Lau and Ruth, 1983) . As shown in Figure  la 
Results

Because
HID-ltH-SP
Figure 2a shows a specimen of newt (Trituruspyrrhogaster)
tooth germ forming initial dentin matrix, in which HID-TCH-SP stain deposits were also observed in the basal lamina and predentin. Only material that stained with HID-ltH-SP in the region of the basal lamina was susceptible to heparitinase ( Figure  2b) . Therefore, the : . ,a,,
.,'.. ltH-SP stain deposits in the connective tissue were removed but those in the region of basal lamina survived and tended to be localized at both sites ofthe lamina densa( Figure  5a ). In the hepanitinasetreated oral mucosa, only stain deposits associated with the basal lamina were susceptible to digestion ( Figure  Sb) . Figure  11 ). This is the only known situation in which the stain deposits were localized in the region ofthe lamma lucida. In oral epithelial ( Figure  12 ) and dental ( Figure  13 ) basement mem-been identified (Kato et al., 1987; Kimata and Kleinman, 1985;  branes at a stage when dentin matrix began to form, the stain Kanwar et al., 1989; Saku and Furthmayr, 1989; Clermont and Hermo, 1988; Grant and Leblond, 1988; Laurie et al., 1988) .. As far as dental basement membrane is concenned, this widespread distribution is closely associated with the developing tissues, as previously reported (Kogaya and Furuhashi, 1987; Ruch, 1985; Thesleffet al., 1981 
Basement
